tion for the Bard is well known, has undertaken to rewrite the
Joan of Arc scenes from the point of view, not only of what
Shakespear undoubtedly ought to have written, but of the
entente cordiale between this country and France."
All this was child's play compared to the advertisement on the
morning of the third day after the opening of the theatre. It ran
thus:
"twenty seats for a shilling
"In consequence of the derisive and almost unanimous con-
demnation of the C.F.A. Theatre by the London Press, it is now
the cheapest and most comfortable house in London. Only one
seat in every twenty is occupied; so that each member of the audi-
ence, in addition to his own fauteuil, has nineteen others on which
to dispose his hat, overcoat, playbill, opera-glass, etc. etc. He has
also twenty times as many cubic feet of air as are required by the
Building Act, a most healthful comfort in the present sultry
weather. Persons recognizing friends in any part of the house can
reach them and sit beside them (if desired) with perfect ease with-
out undue disturbance. No crush need be apprehended in case of
fire. Those who have been compelled to give up playgoing by the
crowded and stuffy condition of the free list theatres are surprised
and delighted by the atmosphere of the C.F.A. No headaches nor
influenza next morning. Persons wishing to sleep through the
less exciting scenes of Henry VI can have the divisions removed
from the adjacent seats and stretch themselves comfortably.
They are requested to keep their mouths carefully closed to avoid
snoring."
"I call that cheek," said Mavrocordato to his brother-in-law.
"The public will never stand it."
"If the public will stand Dabernoon the public will stand any-
thing," said Wilkinson, who now outGeralded Gerald in his con-
tempt for the free list.
Four days later appeared the following:
"The Manager of the C.F.A. Theatre has to apologize to the,
public for the disappointment caused after his recent announce-
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